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UNRESOLVEL ISSUES 1IN THE RHEE-ROBERTHUN TALKS
Un 21 July, South Kcrea'ls Prime Minister and Forelgn

«#inister scecused the United States of bad falth in not imple~
menting the Rnee-iobertison agreement, and threatened to
repudiate itnie apreenment and asnounce the armlstlce,

they demanded clarification cver reports fhat the URC
nas siven the Communists gssurances that 1t would not suppor t
i nUK Army in violation of the grmistiece which they noved
was contrary to hobertson's promises that he would seek
Fresident misenhower's assurances of moral and material support
for uunilateral South Korean attack 1f the politiecal conference
falls. ‘Ihey alsoc stlated that UNC assurances that 1t would
wPotect ne siRC personnel were not necessary since it was
agstesd that lhey would not nave to enter Kerea %o adulinister
the prisoners'! repatriation,

Yhey then inguired whether FPresident Elsenhower has glven
assurances of moral and material support for a unilatersl
South Korean attack 1f the political conference fails to achleve
uniiiealion and a Chinese withdrawal after 90 days.

in regard Lo tine promised mubual security pact, South
soreats {inal position was for s HATO-type treaty which would
recougnize South Horean scoverelgnity to all territory scuth of
tiwe ¥salu, ang woula proviae thalt an attack 1s to be net
"forthwith and immedistely"™ without further congressional action.

»
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the roreign minister reiteratea South Korea's preference

Ior Linls btype rataer than an slternative offered by the
dnited States, and ingquired wheiner they can expect favorable
resuiiss. 18 also charged that American fallure %o implement
e 'fasca recommendstions for ecconomic sid contravenes U.S.
conmitmenta.

inese polints officially raised are only a few of the un-
regonciled issues in tne hhee-hiobertson agresment which Rhee
mizht use to repudiate Lhe armistice.

Utner possivilities:

(1} while Rhee has agreed not t¢ obstruct the armistice up
tu e end ol 90 days oI the political conference, he gualifisd
tnis by retaining his "sovereign right" to interpret his position
freely and stating his agreement was valid only "sec long as no
measures or action taken under the armistice are detrimental to
our national survival." 1nis obvicusly permits him to repudliate

tne agreement at any time,
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(2) Rhee insists that after the period of explanation the
aitbi-Communist Koreans e released 1o Soutn Korea and the Chinese
sent to rormosa. 4Ghis is centrary to the draft armnistice agresment
wirlel: calls for turning tuem over lor an additional 30 days lo
tiie pelitical contersnce, Tollowed Oy tneir release to a "“neutral
iR VR 3 CPR

{5} Hueel's position is lhat tne united States is committed %o
withdraw asutomstically from the political conference after 90 days.
{le has not acknowledged ithe conditions winien tne United States has
attached to such withdrawal.

(4) Hhee has agreed thet ROK troops will remain under the
GEC "so long as the US ana the ROK pursue the same common ob=
jectives.” Hls final letter omitted any reference tc this issue.

(5) HKhee's final position was et the Z0e-divislon level
asreed to Dy tue US has almost bLeen rescied, and the btarget should
thereflore be more flexible.

(6) Heither tne US nor bouls Lolea Das giseussed tne Heutral

Hations Hupervisory Uomalssion, whose inspection activities will
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reguire them to enter Seubl: Korea. 1In view ol Hhee's opjeciions

toc the Indian trcops, he is not likely to consent to Czech and

polish personnel entering.
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